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GraceWorks Ministries
Hope for
the Holidays

STORY AND PHOTOS BY REBECCA BAUER

It’s the Saturday before
Thanksgiving, and dozens
of people have been coming
and going through the doors
of GraceWorks Ministries.
They’ve been shopping, dropping off donations and volunteering their time. Food baskets were prepared and then
delivered to 250 families. This
was a day of abundance.
The Thanksgiving Food
Basket Program is one of many
programs GraceWorks Ministries created for Williamson
County families. Now in their
20th year, GraceWorks supplies food, clothing and financial assistance to individuals
and families in need. Their services expand to areas like family guidance, nutritional education, school supplies, a mentor program, medical support and much more.
When people walk through the door of GraceWorks, their stories are

heard. Tina Edwards, President and CEO, says “We’re
here to listen to somebody
with loving care. We want to
understand what their situation is, and the circumstances
that have led them to ask for
help.”
Operating with the purpose of being good stewards,
GraceWorks’ mission states,
“By God’s grace, we provide
immediate and long-term resources to neighbors in need.”
“All day, every day we hear
heartbreaking stories,” says
Edwards. For those who need
help, it is a picture of many different faces. “It’s situational,
it’s generational, they’re the elderly, people with disabilities,” says Edwards. She adds, ”It’s not necessarily about someone below an income
level, they could show us a tax return from last year, and it would all
look fine, but then something happens. A lot can happen in a year, in
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just a few weeks, and you’re not the same as last year.”
“They’re people like you and me. They find themselves in situations
that no one can plan for, and they truly need help.”
Edwards has been with GraceWorks for 11 years, and this work hits
home. She describes herself as “a child of poverty” from a small town in
Indiana, and where, “If I had led my mother’s life, I would need a place
like GraceWorks.” She also knows the unexpected trials of divorce that
had her grateful for the support of others.
Looking at the numbers, GraceWorks has worked wonders. In 2014,
they fulfilled 40,906 needs valued at $3.5 million. There were 40,000
volunteer hours calculated, averaging 250 volunteers a week and 250
volunteers a day at Christmas time. In 2015, they have had over 10,000
requests for help, giving away a million dollars worth of food alone.
But, those are just numbers. The real story goes something like this:
A mother chooses to leave her abusive husband. The last time she is
walking out the door with her son and leaving her home, the husband
is angry and purposely drives over the son’s Tonka trunk in the driveway; he drives over it and over it again. That prompted Mom to visit
the Thrift Store at GraceWorks to find a replacement for what was her
son’s favorite toy. It was close to Christmas, and the store was full of toys.
And, in the selection was a Tonka truck. It made her son very happy to
have this favorite toy back.

DeDicateD

But, Tina explains, ”That truck meant so much more to her. She was
emotionally spent, vulnerable and scared. She just wanted to replace
that truck, and when she did, it calmed her spirit and made her feel
better about everything. That was her hope and strength. She knew she
was going to be okay. To see the tears on her face, that said it all.”
While Graceworks has been in existence for 20 years, their Manger
Program reached its own milestone of 25 years. Each December, a
store-like environment is created where families come to shop. Adults
can pick out three gifts per child, as well as, a gift for themselves.
GraceWorks shares this Manger story:
“On the last night of The Manger, a mother was paired with a vol-
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Franklin, TN 37064 615.790.0567
info@mercytn.org
mercycommunityhealthcare.org
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SOUTHERN EXPOSURE MAGAZINE

1111 Columbia Avenue, Franklin
615.790.7190
www.lotzhouse.com

s www.southernexposuremagazine.com
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At left: Erin Saurers, Donor and Volunteer Relations
Manager; Daniel Debolt, Volunteer; Brian Myers,
Church and Community Relations Manager and
Tina Edwards, President & CEO
unteer personal shopper to find gifts for her family. She made her selections and approached the gift-wrapping table. The personal shopper
handed her the “To” and “From” tags to fill out. The mother looked up
and said, ‘Who do I put that these gifts are from?’ The volunteer said,
‘They’re from you because you chose them.’ The mother paused, and
then started to cry as the reality of the statement hit her.”
GraceWorks doesn’t deny the magic of Santa Claus, but they find it
important to instill in parents the desire to give to their children. Tina
explains, “We want to give families the respect, dignity and ability to
provide Christmas gifts for their children, instead of a stranger delivering presents to them.”
GraceWorks is a place about giving and being grateful. It is a place to
give back for those who want to help, and especially, a place for those
who find the courage to ask for help.
For more information on GraceWorks’ programs and to find out
how you can help this holiday season, visit graceworksministries.net.
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Rebecca Bauer is a Maryland native and has called Franklin home
for the past 13 years. She is a creative communications specialist,
writer and horsewoman who loves to discover inspiring people and
places of the south.
PRISMATIC

THIS IS THE STANDARD LOGO
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We Buy Rare Coins, Currency
& Precious Metals

We appraise & purchase:
Collectible Coins • Paper Money • Gold, Silver, Platinum
& Palladium • Sterling Flatware • Gold Jewelry

Call for an appointment with Mike Mouret!

615-377-4949

Nashville Coin & Currency, Inc.

LAND PLANNING & ARCHITECTURAL GUIDELINES FOR BERRY FARMS

TWO COLOR

FOR TWO COLOR PRINT APPLICATIONS, EMBROIDERY
CAN BE USED WITHOUT TEXT

“Nashville’s Rare Coin Authority” TM
7003 Chadwick Drive, Suite 154
Brentwood, TN 37027
www.NashvilleCoin.com

ONE COLOR (HALFTONE)

TYPE ONLY

FOR ONE COLOR PRINT APPLICATIONS (NEWSPAPER)
CAN BE USED WITHOUT TEXT
DO NOT USE ALL BLACK
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Berry Farms is defined by its Luxury, Lifestyle and Location. Residents get all the benefits of an urban lifestyle with the added benefits of an
upscale suburban setting in Franklin; a
walkable communityREVERSED
where
you can live, RING
work, shop and play,
right in the heart of Williamson County.
REVERSED 1
2
MEDALLION
And all in a location that can’t be matched, with convenient access to I-65 and I-840.
FOR USE IN SPECIAL SITUATIONS ONLY

SIT E SIGN AG E AND SIG NA G E G UIDE LINE S

FOR USE IN SPECIAL SITUATIONS ONLY

Project Logos, Logotype

FOR USE IN SPECIAL SITUATIONS ONLY

FOR USE ON PROJECT MONUMENT SIGNAGE ONLY
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PHASE 2 HOME SITES AT WARREN PLACE AVAILABLE NOW!

TOWNHOMES from the $330s
SINGLE FAMILY HOMES
from the $460s

BERRY FARMS • FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE • (615) 550-5575 • BERRYFARMSTN.COM
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